
B nby Dtncing

Then sun wls *ning onccagain tnd Aliciawanted io pin itbocl iigh in rhc sry ro srop

the dar-s tickinS pst Days she Ns quicklv ru.ni'8oul ol:

r ler sicloess wrs s€tling wore. she didn r lnov uhar her illness wos called bul she

kne* herparencdid. Every rime lhet 6ked lhev said she{ouldn i undcBtlnd Alicia

suspNled rhey didnl {anr rolell hcr tecause rhe} didnl want ro makc it seed allroo

Aur $c rcalily $as, Alicia$asn'r seltinSanv be|ter. N.r bones wcrc showing rhroush her

$in pal€ s*i. making her aPp€ar like a Mlkiig ghosl Her srEnelh was neaav

codplcrcly goneiirr@kallherefaonjuirocom€do{irofiecreek4ervdav whttshc

really longed ror rhoush was a simplejuicy rcd lpple. Ho t€elh lde so ftagile thev

cgan ro r!hc ir\h. br inro an)'h'ne harder rh,n a '!nd\nh

Alicia sished and rurned her guc ro lhe swi ingmlesofrhe'reekshesololcdtorr

.ndwatch shc wos fdcihatd with hdw n lived aocveripuhins along iis couse li*e a

hean bcar betore empryins itsellinto the lake tnd besinning itsjoumev all ovet a8ain

lhewill6*rccsswayedinasuddenb@zeandAliciashivcr.d Herkd,couldn t

rekin heat the wr! it u*d 16 anymorc. The smelloflhewattle and ihc 8um tree ldales

surRunded hcr an'l iooded her roe wi(h ns peuliar scem

In !his spor, wirh rhe fadinS liShl and the swaying trees, Alicia imagined lhh pltceNas

masicrl. A small pad ofh.r wanted rd believc that ifshe srayed h.e long enoush she

Bur rhlr ud t childt asntas].nd ir had no place ih hettll loo sqious *orld.



'A feR frorc minutcs.then I llso $oushl Alicia dossil!

The srillness ofrhe bush and melodic swsv t.d rustle ol$e les soon lulled into Alicia

inro slecp. She l.y down and lried ro rcnemb€r *har she wts msnt to do but$e sn

bush music pushed allcon$ious thought fom her nind and rocked her ro sleep

Aliciojoltd twake ahd looked arcund in confusion. Everfhins was dark and unfaniliar-

she kneN this *asn\ herroon.nd she niugsled ro remembet wheie she was'

Thc thumpofkangam leel mdde hsjumPrbd she relaxed as she ftalised where she

was. shchad falld asleep b! $e creek. shc wondered hor lole it was and *here her

'They dusr b€ very loftied she thoughl.

She gor b her leer awkvlrdly and l@kdd around She saw nothins but darknes !l li6r

rhen she srwa lightbobbiqoboul inthedisbnce

'It mui b. a tor.h rhouShl Alici, dd besd ilmblingloward ir' Thc darkness

complcrcly cloakcd her and sheh.d no idea{herc she was going bul she kept lbllorving

ftc lighl rhich she found never got lny clo$r'

"OverheFl she telled al fie liehl. hopinguh@ver16 holding itrrmcd around and

But whoelerheld $clorch neitherslowed nor tumed arcund Alicia Paused and

wondcrcd ra8ucly ilshc should conri.lcro followrhe $rcnee liAhr' Afterall n could

Butrhen she pushed h& ica6 side and sumbled ans th€ liEh again Sh€ didn r knorv

how she knew n b[ she kne*the liSh was ! g@d thing



Alicrslumbline and trippinSforvhar semol like hou6 Alicia finallv Gtlisd the orb

'No shc thoughr, -l m finally 3eltinBclo*rlo

Shebcsonronumble low. rd i l fas te randf in l l l , sheEached i r  Burnuasn\aro(h  n

wasabounc inso tuo lpa l€b lue l iSh lwh ichseemedtopuheandhud

She Eached out ro louch ir bur her attnrion Ms divened to the bush 'ound her' ot

ralhs rhe clearins wheie rhe full noon shonedosnon il li*e a spotlisht on ! $tge

Alicirtj.w dopped os she sltred ai whatsasemersing lmn rhe r€es shehadneler

sen so mant belore in one ploce.

lheyrerehrumbies,olallcolour.bltck,bays,cheshut,srevs.palominos.paints.

there w.Edo^nsolthem. All olthcm stepped intolhecleari.Sas silenl as the genil'

bRzeAl ic iacou ld lee l t i ck l in8herch*ksThencoa lsshoneNi lhm@nl ighrandthen

ward brcarh in lhe cool air caus€d log ro come out rheir nostils 6 thev snoded and

'lhey rc *aiting for edething thoushl Alicia tnd she blinked ar hcelf in surylie. she

had no idca where .ll thes ideas Mre coming frcn, lo ltll adcep bv lhe seeminelv

masicalri!tr, to aollow $ebobbinsorb and no! about lhe brumbies wtni.B lor

Suddcnly rhc] 3llsronpcd and loo*ed up !i lhc mmn. Alici.lound hc6elffollo*ins rheit

Sozr and she warched lhe moon.s ilunder a sPell. Thenoon semedlobepohttinglike

rhe oft rhot had led AlicithcE.

Alicia boke her garc lrom lhe moon dd looked .tound lor $al padicular orb bur lound

norhins 6ul rhin air whcrc n had been.



Shurflcs and snons bolsht her alention back to (h€ clearinB and Alicia gdped as she

sa$ rhar $e brumbies wcre pnncinS gEcefullv

Amazcd lnd n6ne.ised by $e sigtu Alicia found he6elf swoving

which rhrummed lhroush he!veinsand hade hd bl€d sing l]le bush nusic gnd the

dyrhmic thuds ofhool-bealsdrummed the ihlrhm thar $e brunhies tnd Alicia dtnccd

-whslam I doins? whyam Idoingthis? she thought brie flv bul $ose u se less thou8hls

were pushed a*ay as she danccd alongsidelhc brudbies

Thcy ecefled he! in rhencircle ss ilthey had €xpared hcr and Alicia laushed sonlv tr

$ai rhou8ht which shc knew should b. silly butiShl now foud i incrcdiblv lrue

Alicia had n. idea how long she danced br she finallt lound h€selfstaggering on weak'

sobbly legs roward a tR to Est.

'the 
btunbies were jill prcncinsand Alicia felt awed tt how lons $ev could dance

Rirhour even aPpearins lired.

'Speakingolrned.. Alicia fioushl dryly ts she feh faligue hesin tu$ing her do{n into

lusr lora minure shethooShrtohe^ellandforgotshehadthouehlasimildrhin8whcn

shc had lallen rslccp by lhe rivei ond woken uprochts a fl@1i.8 otb ro a herd ot

shehadsrangedE msduringhertimesleepagoinslthehee Thcbco.ofhoolesa.d

$e bush music in Alicia s blood made het dt .m a Sirlcane throqh $e dadne$ A gnl

wirh hazeleyes tnd d.rk hai.lhar cascaded down her back like a w.terfall. The !ir| htd a



l@k sboot herlhat Alici! imaeined *swild' The bush had louched rhis gnl and left its

_l amsnorv Ri!ffand l.m ofrhcltillPeople"the girleid in a soft musicalvoice thrr

refr inded Alicia of the bush musrc

'l m Alicialcnkins said Alicia $rilr'

_lknow rvho you sE thc brudby s hale been *hkp'ing aboul vou ror months now-

s!id Snow in herlrricol!o,ce

Alicia r'owned ar Snow s commeni tboul th. brumbv\ {hisp'ri'gaboul her br didn\

sryfiatwts impossiblc she htd seen $e dancing ed wilnesed rhe magic nothrns

_You have $nnessd rhc Arumb! Doncins,$c mosl spiinuoland healins dance the bush

sEalures have €ver rcvealed to humnt snowco.tinued Before onlv the Hill PeoPle

have wnnessed n which makes you a lcry sp.cial peMn

Alicianoddedherundeisilnding,feelinsdrcws!again He.evclids flicke€d tnd she felt

sleep begin ro d6g her owy again Whichconfusedherb{tusew6n\shealeadt

_sleep now Alicir" snow s voice ws ladinS and n w.s $e losl lhidgAlicia heald berorc

Shcjolrcd full, av'ke and lound h€elll..ningrstin$ o tre bur it {6nl rhe one shc

had frllcn asl*p again$. h wts rh. one beside rhc riv€r *here shc had origintll, fallcn

Shc shifted hcr legs and lound lhey ude.\ huning. She no longer ieh rhe continuous

aches a.d rwinges that htd plagued het lornonths. sihce hor diagnosE



"Alicia-rvherc!re you? $c loice was loud and closo bv Alicial@ked up and sarv lRo

l igh lsbr thhr inc$ey l@ked l ikc rorch l igh lsThevweren\bobb inso lbso fps le l ieJ i

$c, *ere yello$ sreams ofrorchliCh thal *trch€d herour'

'l m olq heft she manased to croak our. sulprisd thar her lh'otr was so dry' For a

momcnr she fcarcd lhey hadn\ hcard her boi suddenlv $e lishN iurned lround and shone

_Alicio he. morhercalled ond Aliciasmiled blck veakl!. squinling ti th€ ha6h rorch

''| found her Ted Alicia s morher called out and shen her husband aniled shc helped

him lile Alicia up and ttkc her lo rhec.r'

_Whe€arcweso ing? A l ic iaas led5sshewass lFpped in l i kea |ndech i ld '

_To rhe hospnal. you'le b*n our t@ lonS in the cold saidher father !s he sol behind

rhc rvheelofrhc car lnd srad.d lhe long dlive lo the hospilal.

Alicia sighcd and let her iatherdrivc her to$e hospilal she wts l@ busv saring al lhe

moon and wondering why illasno lonserlull rvsahalam@nlonishand nsslow

rv.s ue!k. onlike $e btthins lishr the fullmoon htd aiven olT in rh. cleanng'

$henrhey f ina l l ypu l l€dupt r rhehosp iGlA l i c iahaddec idedshemusth t lcdFamedn

all. Pe.hrps n was anorhqsideefectof her illness.

Bur when she s.w her docrora iew minfes lat€r he rsk ! lcw blood stnplcsand x-m]s

rhen huiiicd otfonly ro aDpea. an hour lller with t bdildecd lok on his tuce

He usheled aliciat paenG oursideand though rhcv closed the dorAlicia found shc

could hear thcn teraectl!.

-She s curcd, $ere s norhing wo.3 lirh h.r oymoF rhe dctor said. sdundinB baflled



'Arc you surcl her molhels voice wsqu'lenng

'Yes. quile surc,lca. shov ]ou rhe xjtvs and blood tsts ro Pmle n $e doctor

TheconvcMlion wcnl on aot another live minutes bul Alicit runed o aRcr that renark

rnd her nind whided rvilh the facl lhat she vs all b.rter'

They dove homc in silenceand sd to bed whhoul eving s word about het illness

Alici! rcalked thd her parenrsdidnllanr to get her hopes up in case lhe docror wls

As she drined otTshcdEaml olthe brudbiesagain. Thev danced lhou8h h€rdreams

*ith thcn bush nusic and moonlit@ac, th.n fos$/ bBalh 5nd rhundoring h@ves

But rhk tinc as Alicit dreamed she was on $e back ofone olthe brunbies tnd she

ssly€d wnh lhe rhtlhm of its srides

snow RiverNasfiere.andpeoplejustlik het. Peopleth.t had been rouched bvthehush

Alicia slepr and drcomed rhrough lhe whole niShi and late th. next dofrin8, lhe brunbies

and rhe Hill People kepr her in herdancinsddam rorld for longerrhtn she hld thought

possibleb when she*oke upshe foud shecouldnl rall bockasleep'

She leapr out orbed, suddenly f*lins like she wtsalive wnh eneiSv

Shc bolrcd doM rhe $oi.s 3nd inro her molhelsams Thcv cied and hrggcd rhen her

larh€r lppeared and $ey hrggcd em€ more'

Finllly her parcnls weE eady b a*pt she Ms benet and rhevjokinglv 6ked abour

uhar she had done our thrrc by fie riler.



Aliciajusr srinned a.d bn into tjuicv cd apple. She si$ed drcmilv!'d closed her eFs

she *ou ld never tel l abour thc Brudby Dan.in g she wou ld al$ nev€t tel l tboul Sno!

Rilerorlhe othcr llill People. They weE he. secr€t lnd she would hold n closro hcr

soul ror !s long s she liled And thtnts 10 $e brumbi6 dd Shor Rivd thol would b' a


