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6 irn\r her,r!c It( I bn\\tr mrh. \) f.trrrt ir tutouj
'rt dilt.uh ro de$ribe. The latr flcat}lrs bend,nd sway o\ shead. filins her tunes
srlh the i.esh langy $Lnl ofrhe Ausralian bush. The shimnedne narile em$ sines
enlyi.fiewind She Ge& ligh. oursidc ia rhe sun and the w,nd I he cou .'sde is
so lhtoili&. so nuch a pan ofher. rhar oI hd probtehs slide rore oact ot.hd mind.
replac€d by cath btrntness

Suddenly her old mongret do8. her co.sanr conpr.jon since sh€ sas snall nops.
e4 pncred. te8 lais€i. rait held ersr tite a bamer his hunins s..ce. she fo|ows
his eaze A Ebbn.0 snaltn$s oaqui!triog fu gEes unasare ol lnejr presence ol.
ns dmh Her mourh dri6 up as she ries ro calt our.

Sh. lhorli IutE .y"lan orL \hr,4l her, Ilont lhe il ^r)re.l !oot1?t: sr,e tuAtu lttt

She opss her houlh deremined .o( ro

lunAes. movr.g so sitenrly and fan. rhar

rakes irs head. preudt, beahin8 ar her.

mak€ rhe @e hisrrke ,gain Bur lhd dot

rhe.abbir do.sn1 {and a chmce Thedog

rbe rabbir hansing timply tbm irs moulh

Ilc. \'hole body sifl.ens. rhe btood .onrinues punping ,nd her hean co.rinues bealints
bu hefbBin k iomb. s. cnrpr, ias painaul, Hertnees buckte and she couapses o.ro
the srou nd H e sca,npqs bact i rhe mbbn. hor dead is she fiisr fiougbr, I ics aoreode.
*herc he dnpped n. s ins tor irs chance ro es+e. Hk no$ cord and wer pushes ar
her ann. his dogsy b.e4h mat6 her tauAh and eag sinutrneousty. Stowty her hean
$ops mr'ng and her lhoughs skn creepinA back. Bur no$ she s nor $ suE rhaasa
s(ft rhhg Tbar orher niBhr s l sesos so sbockinet, vivid. sh. Du



lhe doei rhicl bushy fur and teuses on $e

sha*ily lo irs ad, perinA n€tuously muod

rabbil. She and de dog &tch ir rir

b.aoE @kin8 d ungai.ty bid for

And rhey sir. warching rh. sky fad. ro rh€ dul Slow oasunsd.

at home her norhr, an artradive wond. siis woiiiry. she ses btankty oul inro $e
dark nBhl. $e tin6 6n hs fac. teiD8 rhe stuvs and *om$ ot rhe p,€vjous

weks She had hod hq drusncr young, $as baBty sevdren wh€n she was boo.
Too you'g lo tsve hq honetow.. tmpped Hq ps6ts hrd k,ctGt he our a her
rricnds jusr seemcd ro tose an.&r. Bbtc md aton€ wirn nowh4 lo so. sh€ hod b
st!y. Had ben forced lo ddm tllc s@ 

 

lown gos3ip. rh. pE]ldicq of which she
,as rhe cem6. Bu .I the sidcwals sldas ,nd peny ,@arts e€E wonh tnc joy she
had fen eh€n she ti^t hcld h€r daushr.r in ha am and relr ho uny hean bealins !r
me with her ow.. Fon rh.r nom.nr on hs doush&r beane hd r@us. Sn had
warctred h6 srew up, pbrer.d her, dd loved hq. Bu toishr she.s cxhausred by lhe
sultbcalinBquier. weighins heavityeund he, tike a ber. tuppins hq i, rhisconfined
spac. wirh her lhoushh. Was she rth b td hB drushrcr so? shoutd shc b€ !tor.
nghr now. aner all $a! hld hoppq€d?



'nte 
Birl stomps onwads. Xs pi&h bt&k, s she folloss

house. rhftueh rhe tons gEs. tik. lh€ parh ot ihe n@n

u. welcomine ligbl of the

wh€. she finatly mives home her moiho s.i4s hd in , bear hus o.d holds h.r, lite
she did wh.n she was ,bung. Blck Dn€n ihe soild fided jnio htr iorheas ,ms and a
hue odd @nquq r 

 

obsbct€s .,you.e s.a.,. hs norher whcpss. She *ishes n

Thar nigbt sh. rak* in a cotd swdl. h.r hsd b€{ri.g s toudty. she\ suE ir *i0

wake hd mo$6. Olride r bEncb $Epes no *indow: itE sc@h sdds 0 shiver

down hd spine. She rid ro iSnoF rhe suEeprjrious oslti.A or rh€ bush ouBide hs
bon. lite rhe whisps which foltow€d her whm she.d brav.d schmt .ner ihe

accide.t No on€ could face hs. The, ri.d ro smite bur rhey coudn I hd her ryes_

dd co.veG ion e6H whq 6he pased. Sh. trd rtEl lhey braned hq, ..d

couldn-r bllmerbem. Aicr. 

 

she.outd baEty faceheuett I hrd ben hq id@...

Th4, vt? JUh,s utons the din rut| she cqi snet tte ald)hL! and wnit. h?at tlk
puho olth.n4n,. st. rar '.ntn*fN.hattowIq1,\r tLQ'. Bfu ttEr '.,r.

sir"s kbt^1! 8ruk! yreectud. sureotz lctuu,E lt ,41t4. that she rcn4ntuftn

h.rhirA, Mtl s|'e i.k? h.rrs ld,er in u h.xpitlt ht l. H.t mther ,.6 tnlcd hcs,A?
,q ih the,nndht4hl. ptati. "huir "There nns un k.inrd . th. a.hit" truse.!
rn^e hLl i.r. nptu n4s sondhig h h"t qes, *rdtuls or ?tr! ,h" sen:d thzrc
$d. $wthinA thet tvknt k hrA h.t. tt ro\rl di! Iutcl tt,4t j,e J.\nt .rd.



An.l ,, u :tut h.. rrttd loppttl, ^ ttu tdh \ecrtut nt.

Th.J. htulh 1 \unkl ,, ttl! hu. rri| th! rr^ ltitt tutnvrks.

rsttr. h.r ol.ld d"A tu! her.t \at d.ud Goft. Ant th!rc \a ro \ar bu.k.

shnge how somcrhin8$ordi.arycoutd end in sonerhins so fi.al. T.lr).d heen

d rc$ ine up roscr hei buzzi,s ynh anicipar ion shanng rhe rush o I ad@a line rhar
llsrys cahe tcfoe a pany. Who woutd kiss who? Wio woutd vomr? woutd

son€onc heed $en sbnlch pumM? woutd anrone have *x? would $e .ops carcb
rhcmd nring when u.derage? Would lhey be grcund€d:, Woutd rhey rdmber any
ol it the nexr day anysay:, pani.s *eE ti&e a siat cujrure i

lars bindins rheo ro e&h orher in a sb,r€d blured reahyi b M so

wrhJenn, gonc ev€ry nnory of rheir drire thendship. *herheinundaneor

excftng aood or bad. had bccone , treasuE. To be retivci over and olcr unrit each
onebccancctchedinhermindftrcve.Thcftougbtot.oo!i.goh�������������

tr*ze. b so on alone sed ho moF rhan anrlhi.s else pad o I her *anred b rorscr.
ro pusb ,way rhe 0oJd ofnqodcs fiar $E,lened ro dtusn hcr. lhcy weto ju$ rro
pajnlu| bur heiis rhc pain rhan b movc toslrd and risk to.sqrn!. Though :he
'lidn\ Ene'.h.rrhe crsh. she woke e&h nigh snha picrueor Jenny. btoody ind
br.keh. bud inro her erctjds. rerilicd yer fearins rie day she *ourd no tongq see



she dough back ro the r bn, her log had cauBh Shc boped I uoutd lilrger, soutd
nor be raunarised by aeft dd rhe hemory orpain. I hdlivedasshehad.busbe

s.ndcrud il rhar was tor tc bsr Would it h,re ben b{ er rir borh ot rhm if dej.d
died1,In$e ofsuf€rine hsre alane She hoped ar teasr riar n *as oo( aronc. hur had
a Ianily in irs wan burcw. sl.c from rhe iccidc.h shich sared tbr ir in th€ Ml

h rhc nexr oon her horher snored. she he,rd ho iossins. and knew fial even in
sleep she was sdried abou her. Her horh.r had barely ten her s@ srfte rhe
accrdenr. hoveri.g qui€rtyon the periphery of h€r tif€. Shc sishcd $e coutd opc. up
ro be.. bridle $e luttbeNsn rh€m. ad she coutdnl. Ho$ coujd she ratk.bour n?


