
lcnny Cooper stdcd ar $e horizon, framed all amund bv 8orseous gum wafle willow

and papclbad r@s. And aor once her gaE *asn t l@king d $e rFes ir *s glued ro $e

space rbove the tes uherc l ames lick€d the skv and soke swnbd e!'n hiEhd ts it

rcachins dP ro th€ heavens

A sensc ofd{j, vu olenvhelmed her ts she Enembercd $andins in thk exacl spot next

ro hcr farher as an innoccnt six year old child tnd walchin8 rhe skv luin oran8e !s the

shc heard hcr husblnd lim core up behind her dd without hkins he. ers ofilhe 'asing

bushiilc she asked. Where arc the girls?

_Hay ley  sd  Ky l ie  s lnd  cas ie  i s  inher rcom hercp l ied .w i rhout luming lo lookshe

kneu he roo wls *athins $e lltmcs A domefl oaawe ed wonder al su.h a bcautiful

de$rudive rorce beiore panic set in.

_W€ need ro go .he stid suddenlt, ! sene of fetr caling her up inside Bad mefr oiies

scre duched ro bushfircs. Twenly leaE aso when she h.d slood beside hcr aalher dd

*athcd $e fire a-!e closrand closer she had only leh i&inarion lt wasn tunrilalew

hou6 lder rvhen she had becn picked up by h€r lathet and thrcwn inl6 the ctr rhar she

h i.ned ro wory. tier six yearold in$i.cb had piclcd up rhar em.rhlnB sa wbnS

Her parnts srtncd woried abou( rhe fir€. dd Je.nvt older skter Phoebc had not heen

into town where pcople in yello! rnilorms *ee rushing

had known soncrhing w6 reftibly wmng.



Then. Nhd no one could find hcrsi$er"

lenny pushed the lhoughts aNav 3nd lumed aqav lrom $e nre shutlins rl out'

_cd Ca*ic. *e nced10eo she eid

lim didn\ qu.slion hei,iusr buried thmugi rhe house ro Cassi€ s bcdrcod

lenny Slanc.d oler hcr shoulder at the firc dd wished ir *ould 80 awav lr wls unlikelv

n uould bun doun $en horsc. il had suryiled fie lasr bushficand Jennv wasconfidc

n would again. Bur she $ill did.\ want ro 8el caugh here in cas $e fiE Beed 'cross

_cossie! ar herhusband\ anxious rone Jennv hunied b his side and fou'd he was

sarinS intocassie\ emPr, rcom

_Where hsh€? lcnnydemanded ina panrcked lone

.l donl know said Jim, histoneanxrous.

_wcneedrofindhea soid Jenny. rushihg oiI to check $e oder roons'

-Wh!r about Hatley? Jim called after her' dech.ckins rhe r€sr ofrhe house

_shctarKylie sandthcy llalG.dvbegone sid Jennv confidenrlv s sh€ derermined

Casie was not i. $c houe, l ll check th€ garden for Cdsie

The sardcn nelfcould pass,sa niniarffejungle. Thc larse fems tnd olher pl'ms made

nqm* i ld .ndoutorcontu l

_Cassic? shc..llcd. sininB lhmugh rh. planrs looking for her eiAhr vear old dtughrer

As \he combed though moe dd more ofrhe Sarden, her sense of fear grcw As much ts

she ticd notto shc rcmembcrrhc da) she had rcalised her sisle! wasn.(coming homc

she had only bccn six, Haylcy-s!ge. b[ she rcnenbetcd lollo*ing hcr parcnls rhbugh

rhc crcwd whilc $ey lskcd fo! her eiEh v6r old sktcramongn the other people who



had dbandoned rhenhomes to sk efuSe in the snall toM ou( oflhe wov of|he fiE

She cven remembtrcd lhe lirfighrer $ htd told het parcnt $ev had lound Htvlev!

body imongsr thc buhr oul r@s neartheir houe'

-Mufrmy? lcnny 5 h..n bu^r *ithjov as she round herd'ushtrcrouchins bv rhe lbg

_Comcon C.ssic. wehavelogonow stidlennv Slad $al hisrotv wan'r Sorns to

repeat iself. Relicirushed thmush herbul tdic about fte ffrc srill blooned in hcrchesr'

"Where arc se going?.. ,sked Crssie. suring up ar htr mo$e s sh€ t66k h.r hand.

lenny l€d rhc uay back to the house. exPtaining$et had to le've inc'e rh' fire €me roo

_whal abour llayley? Cassieasled. herrone woried. obliounv picking op on her

Jenny called oul lo her husbatul rhal she had lound Cdsic beloe answerins, 'H3vlcv: al

Kylie s house, renembel'

'BdIrhoushtIstwhercomin!hofre Cassie eid and for a none Jennt teh a nulter

oi felr then she retsoned that Kylie'sparcnrswould.\ havc lel her cone home on her

'Youcon thtle Jenny.ssuEdh€rdaughtd$en[ckcdhcrin$ectr

Thcy drcle dorn $cn dri*way rnd Pauscd,lcnnv looked our her husb.nd swindow

and saw rh. fionEs cepingclo*r, ihen fiev *eie bcldine lo*aid rhe rown lnd therc

was no {oy she could se $e nic

Many psple serc .lrcady in rhc roM, Barh$ins arcund to ooct comlon to rhosc *ho

$ere llead] homel€s and rhose about to b€



lcnny kneN thal Kylic and her parent would l@k alier Havlev but sh' still soughl theh

our. She leli a nomenl olrc1i€fshen she saw ft.m the' a flicke'ortcarbega' to srcw

as she rcalhcd I layleY w6n \ wnh theh

She greetcd Wehd y and Ta! is Wh ile rhcn sked caln ly uheR Havlev uas

Wendy and Travh cxchaneed woried lmks nd Jenny s hetn s'nk

''we rhouShr she wrs with yoo wendvsaid hetloneb€sinningtotEmble,"shewen!

homc afier she .nd Kylie had a fighl'

''she neler node il home Jenny heard.'in sa! A morent latr she lainred inb her

_whercaEseeoins? tlarler hufied afier fie sirl inoanSe. who seemed lo be lble ro

climblhese roclc much eais than shecould.

-ro!sricplace theSirleid. And she glanced ov$ her shoulder' Havlev lehtshivergo

up hq spine lgain as she loolcd inlo ihe Snlt slFnge ev6 which seened ro rcl ecr a fire

''why or€ we aoinB lo a ere plae? Hatley demanded as rhev finollv @chel the roP ol

Thal *as rhen she saw the bushfiE.ltvd ngibS loward lhem lith lhe purpo*.t

dc*ucrion. Haylcy herd hersellsEsm then she ried lo scrafrble btckdown bul the

girlin o€nge stopped hcr.

"No.tou safe heft rhc Sirl insisted.

Hayley Ghblcd.i lhe sight ofrhc firc bul emeho* ln.w she could trusr ihh 3nl.



t he gnl in oran8. st down on one ol fte lop Gks and luned wav frcn ihe fif' Hovlev

d id rhcsde.shcsrud ied theBi r lwh ichshehadfo l to$ed in io rheh i l l s tderher f ighr

wnh Kylie. She had *tmed soneone to phv wnh dd lhe giil in ordge had conc our or

nowherctndofe.edroplarwnh hetif thevwentinlothehills' Havlevknewshe

shouldn\ lollow stanseF bur somedins abotrl ihe s scemed familiar' As Havlev

$ared ar rhe gitl she etliscd $e g inomnBelooledtbitlikeher.$estner€dhaitand

bluc eyes. rhe sme li(kles and even $e sare binhmdk oh the ride oitheirnsk in rhe

sh,p.ofantmc.Excefl thes ino6ngewasolder,abouthetoldershcrcassiesage

_Are you an ongel? Hayley tskcd cu otrslv

_ n &gel-t the Sirlsid, contrs.d.

_You knorv.lik€ one lron Tangeine Skv Halleveid, unoble to beliete the girl had

never h..rd of TanSerine SkY

Sinccrhegirl $illleked confused Haylev eng th. fid lewlines ThetctlleditIleu

on eanh: they eid il wls a dragont fire"

_You shouldnl s{col the girl eid !s if sp.akins lutomaticalrv

''I know. bor num lers me u$ th.r on€ bad uord when we sinS Tangeine sk! Havlev

erplrined lhd rhc $ng *ts a very sPsial one lo lhem becau\e or her aunt Phoeb' who

had died in thoereftiblc fiEs rwcntv veds,8o

Thc sirlinonngc noddcdasifsh.undeEto.d uonplcrelv. l d likcro lesm rhar sone-'

Thcnsherumcd ond lsked bact !l rhe lirc' Hayley followed h€r glze and rcalisedhou

cloe rhe fire uas. She kncw lhd lhe fire ws Erl*red notonlv in the 8id s.ves. but in

.l think )our righf thcgirl*hhpercd



_Ah.d whsr? H.yle,.sted. her eves glued to $e apprcachins in'emo

-lr does look like hcllon eanh-

"Thcy  l l  f indhe i  l imassuedh iswi fe ts$ever in f iehouseofoneof thehf iends

lcnny didnl rcpl!. she knew personallv lhal.or cvervo'e was 'ound in a fie' Phocbe

had vani$ed ing rireiusl likerhisone.

She rvinccd inrvardly 6 she Ealised ihat she h.d b{ode niShnvob*ssed with k'eping

ca$ieaxat lrcm rhefiE. She looled and,cled norhinS like Phoebe bulCassiew'soho

fie fidbom. when lhe Bpons had come thrcush rhal lhe bushlircs {erc D8in8 then wav

lenny had ben roo disttcted $irh kceping Cassic bv her sidc lhal she htd lorSolten thar

ir q$ Hayley *ho loled lie. who loked sinilarlo Ph@b. wirh rhe sme binhma'k and

hairand eyes. erccfl Phoebe had only halfan evebDw on oler her len.ve Jennt had no

idea how rhar had hrpPcned

She relr guilty rhar ftk rime $e bushfire would &ke lvav t six vear old child One she

hrd negldred ro t ke cxre ol:

Jcnny didn\ hear, she was roo busy Ntdins$e smok risins hislet and hisher imo thc

The bushfirc rased on dd one. ll w.s dlys belore p€ople could so hone to rhcithouss

Jcnny.lim andcassie headedhomcinatumbsitioofshck. Despite evcry$ins the fire_

fighr^ had bccn unable td ldtrc I tayley lt was gussed lhal she qd somewhere in the



charcd blact fo!e$ thd was no* $e rem.inder oalhe beauliful bush that had once

covcFd the nounrains. Nows SEat black nre(h oiland mn lhrough rhe bush like a sctr'

The da, aficr aliiving ba.k ar their houe and altempling lo setrle i6to t life wilhour

tlayl€y- a dr,nge carpullcd into their d.iveway.

_We found her on rh. r@ky outcrop ua, down &sven lhc mountsins to lhe esa rhe

md Nho gor out ofrhe carexplained.

lle relched ihb rhc b.ck oflhe ca. and pulled our a slepins Hayl€y wapDed up in a pale

lcnny wailed in delighr rnd rushed ioNard lo hold her dtrghrerqho pomPrly woke up

and stared amund sleepily.

Jin c.iiied llayley insid. dd la! herdown on lhe couch. h€ atedpted t giv€ the

blanket bsck lo lhe man who had boushlherhomeb hererused.

_Nah.shecan kccp n.leastl cando $e nan said. Then he lcn inaswnlofdustbcforc

Jim could say he d alead, do.e so much lor them.

llayley slepr ror a lew morc hours ond \hen she auole she found her si$er sitling beside

hcronly halfsaichin8 the cdoon plrtin8 on ihe Tv

Cassie .rlled od ro hcr porcnts when Hayleyyauned and 3t up.

_Whcrc did you go llayleyz Jen.t s,id rendcrly.

_l lollowcdficlrngcrineSkyanlelnprheMkt Hayle,frrmbleddeepily

''Why did you do thd? askcdlim.

_sh. said shc would play wilh me ifliollowed bur shedidnl llsyl€y fowned ai thar

_she let as soon as lhe fiEdid. she didn\ elen sel lo hea. the rcsl ofrhe $nc '

''which$nc? askedJenny.



_Tangcrine sky stid HaYlet

.renny l@ked ovcr llatlcy\ hetd al Jim and he shrueged'

"Whar makes you think she was !n tngel? Jin asked g€nll!

H.yley rokcd d hcr farhtr with t look on hs hce fial said hn I the aksverobrio's?

lhcn shesaid, shc had winssoafire.br Ididn r w lhem untilthe frle pass'd_

Jim noddcd and lcnny smiled wi*lv Obliouslv. rhcv lhou8l . itwasjunadream a

makc-believc lriend Haylet h.d invenred lo helP her thiough rhe tauma

And perhaps.n cxcue ro explain her behaliou! in going up inr' rhe hilk rhen she knew

lhe nrtrq wd tnabne lor yea* Jennv a.d Jin e.coumaed Hallevlhrcugh rhercpv

rnd sn aorsol she had elen nenlioned an angel ofanv $d

'Inenoutof$eblue.whenHayleyw.ssownupandmafti'd shebecamea'an|st'nd

showed her painiing ro her Pdens

lenny prled and would have iainled ifnol for lhe hand lim held fimlv'

Thc pointi.S Ns ofa bumin8 lorc$, nam6dmcins anon8sl fie tees ts it buml and

c l idbcdrheml ike l .dde6t ic ld ing theropmos l le tves lennvhadroadmi l lhepa in l in8

rv.s beautilul as *ell ts sc!ry'

Bur Nhar had ctushl her t(cnlion s,s fie fisuB in $e entt olthe painlins tr sasora

Birlin ! nowing orange dr.ss. red hair lannin8 our behind herhead. hands taked and cvcs

brirlr dd shinins in exhildarion a hroad snile on her pret! fac.. and wings ofname

. rF3o our  \eh .nJ  hcr  b ! .16  ' l  she  ss '  uk 'ng  o l f in  n ighr '

lcnny s fi6r rhousht wrs rhar it\6 H.yle, as she had imaeincd he6elrin rhe bushfire so

many years a3o. or her supposed lnsel shc had lalked abour.



Bur os J€nnt srudied then sred !r the fee ofthe girl. she slddenlv became sue Haylev

hadn l ben aaking il she had lruly sen a.d angel all those va6 ago in rh' bushtirc'

An ang€l wilh wings of fie, in on ora.8e dEs dar shinmeGd ts if n wN alive An

dgel wnh onl, hllf o cyebow above her len. bloe .v.


