
Elie *alched DouB dnv. olt Once rhe fi6t ofthe srarion gars nrd thudded back

'nlo place rnd ihe dlst pluh€ had senled behind him, she walked h€svilt back inlo

the house and .utonarically check€d tn€ gun cabi.el. At I prcsenr and codsi. S he

didn r rhink he vas a suicidal trle bul lhe. a8ain .The Land., was full ofleue li(te

p'ec€s on mcn who had rlkfl s gun inro a paddock. so for rhe last two yean she hd

$llched Doug. lept 6n et€ on the wbe@bours ofihe euns on the place. she pushed

lhc cabinel d@r slowly shui and lm! asai.st ir. I n tEd, she rhoughl. I.m tired of

Twcnry-tive y€as of being a fameis wife, of Natching the sties. ejoicing ii nin.

Youcouldh t lile i. on lhis land wnhoul d€vcloping the horizo. sanninBsta€ofa

wcalher pophet. The skin erohd her eyes was crintlcd and lined fron rhe efon of

sbnng at tbe cndle$ blue sky rnd rhe urelenting sun. H€r chitdhood in t6e city

*cmedaninse. Sne had ievs thou8hr abour watcrihen. Whywouldshel she had

ben a child in the lush and nmtuEd sumundinss ofsydney and had shovercd and

swum 'n pools lilled wilh drzlihgrcnacions ofligh. she h.d sconcied Narer

.rcund ber wnh , f*kless S!.ce rbar madc her feet alnos sick wnn bngjDg when she

rmenb€red it. And then she had rrllen for Doug MacDonatd vnh his slo$ snilc

and rhe counlly ch@ rhat tipped his hal lo a lady lnd so now she livcd on a prop€ny

whcrc the crek hod tun ed dusl for ovr thr ),rr$. where every sho*cr w,s a



dribble and wat€r tanl lelels s.G ssessd daily. E.€n ime she tued on tn. iap,

sh.lisiftd for thc cluk a.d €choing gugte ofihe Eiowaler tlnls rumi.g dry, Sh€

*new thal she shouldr'i conplai4 rhey weE tucky that dE sration had g@d boF

warr rhar would teep lhc hondread soing bul sh. drdded the hinerally r.sle, the

Moving daily ilhugh de ard landjcape, waler had becode an obsession wilh hd.

Ha nighls w.re filled with dr€ds ofrivd of fyslal clarirx of waid ascading

down r@k faccs, c@1, Iimpid pools, the surfof the Sydney b$ch.s pounding doM

I @kon a psychiatrisr wonld have a tield day, sh€ @qsionally ll|ousht. They.d

lhinl it wa all v.ry FEuds dd sxual. but iho again they hrvenl liv.d ilrrcu8h a

dbughr wheE lh. l&k ofwater sucts ihe very tife o ofthe Egged. Ed tad and

p.opb wno live Fr€cariousty on irs crust.

Doug was diivins rhe two hous inb lown. 1h€ b.nl meager had sunhon d him and

shc was b€nin8 lhat he would be drivjng b.ck tnowjng fiat be no longr ow.ed lhc

land his parcnb and gtudpd.nrs had fm€d.

sh€ walked bact oul into the heat oftn€ d,r, rhe nrscE. d@r beging b.hind hsr

Tnc dogs feu inio sr€p at her heets. As lhe land h.d rtrjed our. srcm had b4omc a

foEign @lour ha amongsl lhc r.dr and the bowro, Only he gr.y nvshng teaves

of the eMs novcd i. lnc hor wind.



The cbrldren. Alex and Harry v€le away at schot. c@oon€d by dnlancc aron lhe

d.yngourorlheirlivelihood. ThcE sasnl Eally the noney for sch@t fccs but

sonehow thcy d cobbled iogether enough for the resr of rhh year. and aft€r that who

kne*. h was i@ hard to rhink ot Elen now her skin bud *,nh a deep Ed glo*, as

shc Ememb.red lh€ lunit'arion ofher jnt€ruiew vilb the headmsrer. her mne.y

Inexolabry linted with the kindness ofthe nan.

Cenrl) he had sa,d. UnlortunJret) iheE areso rany countly peotle in the sane b@t

't 6rord ro subsidkc altrhose fees...

srupid ahalogy the boal Nas. As iftheE wrs

as you. MN. MacDonald. thc schmljusr

Even ar rhc l1ne she hrd rhoughr *,hst a

cnough watcr to float even a ow bar in

The garden had bcen her defian.e. her o*n pnvak sbnce againsr El Nino. climale

change, wharele! rhc land threw al lhem. Ir had bem her banner, the hngible pMf

lh.t she *?s danned ifthis doughr Ms eoing to beat hcr But no$ lhe g.iden trls a

tmvcsty. Eric ndl'ped ar rhe fiur 6se bed, rhe,o$s thal Surhqtand srltioh $?s

laned for, $ose gtonors impoded beaules lhar rhnled so incongtuousl! in outback

gardens. These bcds had been lbe bac*dlop for all the *eddins phoros. framed by

unthinkablygeen lawns. No* rhe j,e8ed lsnr of bm*n slems srood as a lenimont

ro rhe pow$ofriis dbtrghr. She had been nuung lhem rtong. consenrng sbower

and bath walcr ro l,aler rh€n. clch emprins thc .rEss ofihe rapor oler rhe

sha!.lled srems, but it srs no usc. They w€re dcad. ln tury she n,ned ro;D lhcn

our.unheedinsofrhelhoms Tnesunbakedeanhw,s$ha.drrw,sarmo*

'npossible ?nd she sobb€d wnh GusrElion ,nd ,aBc.



The rcscs had ben her noth€Fintas\ pride ddjoy. As Evie ripped eacb one ou!

shc fell as if she were Ganns rhe MacDonald tbnity o,i the la.d, pulliDg their very

bones hon the red eanb tnar cjecred al life thar siruggled ro gro* in . I he t*o

Labndon whi.ed. smsins ber tury dd deqjai, but shc igor€d rhem. she had no

@n ror anyo.e els s distBss.

Evie only noa8ed hslfa bed befor€ she began b stagg€i Tbe sun vas rchoGetess,

''EnorEh she \ad. The do8{ kitsftumfed inasRmenr.

sbe walted slo*tybock lo the house, tictdng oither

d'd.1 loo( al lhe desftction and hess behi.d. TheE

b@ts o. llE vetudah, Shc

was a sense ofpeace nor. a job

The wayahead seemed cleaEr. Shc i&k oirau he.ctoibes. n seened importlnr ro

shedall rhedinand the dry. Natcd she gtanc.d ru€fully down at her bodyiher tife

emblzoned upon u. lhc srErh narts ac,oss h€r sromch.lhe deep Eddish v€e ofs

neckl'n€, lhc scnlches and sq,s ofa faming life and the Eent red wehs nofr the

Doug dbve back fron rown. etbo*,cmked out the window, gmjacker lossed on

tnc back se!r. He d b€d rrying lo 8er Evic on the home pbo.e and ner mobitc ror the
pan nour a.d coutdnlr.iehcr. He bql his finee^ oD rhe steqing wh€cr as again he
gor rhe Em.^eless. st€ody rin8ing and then the ansrer phone. Wn€re was she? Il



was $ unli*e h€r noi ro pick up. Living on a pblEny wirh rh. neaesl reigl$ouG a

eood I Otm aux thc phone M lhe lifeline. Evie always tusweEs rt.

He felt sick. She d bcen s &nss .nd strung our. This winr€r md spnng hod 3apped

rhe li& oul ofboth of ihem. she.d atways been such a slrong wonm ou! rh.h agEin

she d ben so srrmee lhis mohing,jusr sllrding on rhe n m !@dab, one hsnd

n'serl in a curiously iomat fewelt as he dnve od rhe sd.. He kepi lhinling of thst

Plede Cod, he rholen( pkse donl ter dyhing nave h.ppded ro Evie. Even as be

ued th€.uphemism, m inag€ iash€d &os hh Dind. y6leo one of hjs canle

dogs bad junp€d olTihe utc dd hung herclt Hed bed haur€d by the rloughi of

rhe miftal franticatty scrabbtirg ai ihe 8rcund wirh rhe tips of h* claws, rrying to

suppon her w€ighl b€ioE rh. ineviiable happe.ed. J€$ had been such a a@d,

Stop it, he told hinselfand stam€d his bmd o.0r€

sgrin. Nolhing_ ue sMhg in the drivewax cuBing

wheel befft rrying the ph@e

He.an into lhe knchen. jDuling ,,Evie... Hn voice was rcugh wilb fear. Has lnor

was enough for nin !o conmit rh€ qrdinat sin ofteping his bools on in tbe house.

''Evie! His voice €chcd rcund rhe house, the shape ofa rcpe unco,l,ng in his Dind



''h herc. H* voic. had ! tigh and eaiety i. it lhal h€ hadi t head for monrhs.

Reliefnade bim violefi as he shoved lh. barheh door open. si@ and *mr

nvcloped nin, Evie eas in $. nonsi,ou asi inn bath th n,s Ctudpents had
opr'nis.iqlly inst tt.d vhq rhey buitl the ptace, Tlt. Eshy orconsrsnr watcr

shorlag€s ws in de sood ,€m nea.i it bad tudy ben uFd. I was a cuiosiiy
pi€c niher tha a tunctioal bjt ofbothw.r€_

She la' in a ftoth ofbubblesj h( heir moisl wilb sr€d ard drcplets. Bubbtes! H€
didnl even know they had such a rhjng on th. pta.c, let at@e siufi rhal smelled of

He sbod dunbfound.d on 1he

cEac nvubls ofbow. liquid

rhBbold. The dur ffon his bols join€d rhe sidm ro

''whar .re 'ou doin& Evie? Hove you eone nad?.. He vs ncdolsly cdling hn
hind ro tn€ d@rors nunber o. rh€ fridse and $c rwGhou, drjve to rhe hospitat.

Sh.laush.dalIheconstchaiionmhisface, ..celyouclorhesofl 
a.dcom.a.djoin

mc. Sbc waggled a rc ptarfitty ot hin.

''Have you ban dnnhns?. H€ s|a'meEd, glancing rcund rbe mn jn *aBh of



''No . sh€ said, ..t n slon. cold $ber. bul th.re n s borite ofcbmpsgne i. rhe ni.ige

'l'm sony Evie, hut I don i bd.Rtdd whal.s goinS on.,,

ton.s he bad lsed on lh€ childrcn calming rhen .hildhood

He spole in tn. sorhins

''t d*id.d w€ E do.c, Doug, done ed dusr..!. In facl Ihe wbote pte. hs tun€d ro

dusr arcund u. Bui I m not eoing lo t.l ir putvdze us inio a nNous b@kdoM md

wcked lives, t do i cm if we re tost the plac€, What aE we hsging on fo? Th.
cbildr€n? Thcy don,l wan ir ad I would..t n@6er y wad n for tnen. So ifwe

hav€ to rctl. so b. it, But whar I won'i l€l rhis Big Dry do. $ ory ne np. and you, and
the wsy I love you. So t.m having onc tst glorious celebrarD. ora ba$ qhec I s@l

Dy body witn rhe last of the lant ward, ed dnnt chmpag.., dd tnen you csn tell
nc what the ba.l said ed whcthr we,rc hoging on in $ft or wn€o* we,E done.

H€r snile filled tne tum. Tea6 tooded doM his facc. The r.lcrwas ro nuch for

''I don r aE whai the bont said, it.s ybu

Now rc you eenin8 in h€re or not?

I lo!e. Dous MacDonatd, nor rhe bant.



''I dran weU m. He ticted ofhis book ad ctorhes and slrd

her The rcd of the dusl gave a rcse cotouEd hue lo $e bubbles

As she kissed hin she said,..And vhen we.r. finished in

enpry rhis baIh, bucket 6y bucter aI ov€! you moihets

*3ich shere you'E splashins, will you,..


