
Urder ihe g.eit gum tree

lhe Aum rec Ere* lall. so htl ih &cr p€optc came ro knorv ir becaue €rcn rhmugh lhe

scrub ond rhick hush they sccmed ro be abl. rore 

 

rhd ponicutr. gun r@ fmm any

Joshua and Wendy Pikc planrcd il the doy Joshua cam. hone. Wendy bot him ro rhe

hcan ofthenbush land prcpeny whec a gianr hitl $uck oul trom rhe surcundins hilk

wirh pride lt rvas only proper lhe hillbe catled Mounr pDud even rhough ir wasn\ a rruc

Theday Joshua cafre home hc wrs a chanscd man. as was mrny who had $en lnd dond

reifiblc. hoftible $in8s.nd lived lo rll $en hoiiifying rates. Thed,, rhey pt4med the

gun trecrhotrgh he s*mcd ro chanse, his mood shiftcd r |ntk fom fte deep dork pta.e

n hrd b€en*nlcd ih ror so lone.

Whcn $endaushl$cina Marie rvas bom he Rmed rocome back even mor from rhar

bad placc and he began b livd asain. He revetted in his tifeas a Lrherand o 6.mer. as a

husbrnd lnd ! young dan whoselire is ahead orhim.

As Cina Marie srew old$roshua would late her io s thc sum r@ on Motrnr poud. He

would drive rhe fou Frvhee I mororbi ke our lheE, overrhe rnck years oavehictes had

som 'nro rhccadh. And qh.n dDy 3or rheE he qould caoy h$ro sir benedh rhe 8um

rN.nd rllh.rhles ofhis orvh chitdhood. Funny GIes dd h,ppy rales. fien as (]in,

Marie gol oldcr. myee.ious and erious bles.

Whar ncverchanged rhough was rhe rate oarhe day shc wrs born.



' 'I held you in myarmslorihc li6trimeand ilraslikecominS intothe lishf heqould

lellhcfscnu. ase and h,ppihess inhisvoice._l hrd neve.Ealied I was intheda ncss

unril lhcld )ru. bur rhen I rcalised I wrs and slepped inro ihe tighrand happy Norld you

and your morhcr were in'

'wherc'sthcdark place oaddt? Cina Morie would 6k. norenriEly underelandinswhd

' ' l r \ inmyhesdbabyBi r l  he lou ldeysonn, f ienk issher foRheadands insroher rhe

samc song he alrvays suns. Joshua\ voice was fic clearesr nosl bcouritutloice Cina

Marie had cvq heard rnd she insisted he r,ch hers wellosdmce, Joshuo Noltd taugh

and dance giddily ro his own loice unrilh.los his bra$ and had ro stop.

ovcr rhc yeas their visils to lhe gum kee b(ame l6s frequent. toshua rhd wend) had

lhree more daughre4 aid as eeh 8rcwolderrhey ne€d.d no.e artention rsdid rhe farm

thar hdd beloneed to Joshur's g.andlalher. Hc rnd Joshua s falher sere buried ar ftd bek

orrhc propeny under a bushclofwarle snd pcppercon trces.

Cina MarieBrcrv trpdd mowd.w.y she nari€d o young nan flom Bou(eandlhcy

scquircd a propeny alonglhc Dading River. For yem they tived on rhar porEdy but nor

once did Oina Moriccallil home. She.lwaj6 felt lhal smerhi.s was missihsand rhar

ldd scemed 'ocome bertrccn he' rnd herhu.brnd h€and rime,CJn.
'l 

hcn one dly rhe phonc in rhc kirchen.ang lnd Cina Meric tisrened ss hcr morher cricd

and roldherabou Joshua s failinghcohh.

"You have lo come home Cin! Marie sheeid, reau in her loice ond Cina Maric was

surc rhef NeE coubing down her mo$d s face. Wendy wasnl knoNn fo! hercrring.



like.nt loush famefs wite sh€ kncw rhat reaN sotvc! ho$in8. Bur lhe, lek excepl ion

' ' l  l l bc rheresoon Mun C inrMsr iesa idandhud iedrorhecarwnhasurcase inhand

Whenshea vcdCinsMadeswlharsn€wasthe tanofher tan i l y roar ive .Herskr rs

crrs NeF alEady parked ourside the hous and o|l rhe oa lhem w€re galhered on rhe

v.mnda surcundinBlheirnorhcr$irh lhcncomaon.nd prcrecrvene$.

whcn cin! Marie pullcd up wendy srood up,.d hugg€d herdauBhrer fiercely. A hus

*hich w6.etumcd in fullbtcina Morie.

' I  m Shd \oL  camc r , rend)  rh '9eFd.her ro icchorFe tomc, ) ,ng .

_l hrdlo Cina Maric rcplie<t simpty. Norhingcoutd have kepr her fron her aarher.
"wher\ Bill?-oneofher sisre6, Elten. askc!.

''llecouldn r comc said Oino Mari€ voBuelt. t{er husband had et h€, ,n ulrimarumi she

couu enhcr go lo her $thers sidc r.d be wnh him or s6y on lhe tam and be wirh her

husb.nd. Oina Mrrie hodn\ had lo lhink for. nodenl *har h€rchoi.e !as.

Gina Maricsrepped inro her fanity house dd ar once rell ar hone. This was her hohe.

she finall, realised rhar now.

Her father was siuins pmpped up on $e couch wirh , woot bt.htel covedng his tegs. His

face was pale an,l fiin. his mourh open as he Csped in br.orh, hiscyes ried and droopins

*i$ rhe wei3hr oakeeping them up.

''M) 6ina Marie Joshua crcaked weolt, dd gave hk eldest dau8hrer a lopsided smite.
''l nhomc Daddr" cina Maie eid lhd buN inro te$ and ctung ro her lhher.



For a whil. Joshua induts€d hcr iho h. pwhed hs .woy scnl, Md sid, .,Enough of

that baby 8irl. no moE lea6 . be snited or her, ,.Take ne ro $e eufr r* 
,

cina Mari. didnl hav.lo 6k which one. Sh. hetF{t him !p lnd inro lhe tm qrl she

knes he was roo E k io hotd onlo h€ron! molorbike, md rhen sh. d,ove him up

rhrcush rhe r@ks and ro lhe h€d of th.ir hoh..

She helped him lo rhc tR ond popFd him up aeaiBt its stlny rdnk.

For o few mom€nls l6hua st.cd i.ro sp&e. $udying rhe les and valers md dv.6 h.

nust hav. sen 6 hundE<t timcs bul nd.r Bol (rcd of seeins.

Then he beBan ro sing ond cina Mdie cuddt.d inro hissideas h€ sung$e song som. of

h's.m, buddi.s had l ghl hin. Tb.y h.d a 

 

nad childM sd tik d io sirglhe song lo

remind rhen they would lel home $ncd.y a<t se lheir kids_

when he tnbhed he e6 qliel for. nodcnr fien he sr!tud up aBain and lhistimeCim

Daday nit tov lows 'ou.

''Donce baby girl, ddce , ,oshoa sai{t ber@n hrcrths th.b $aned si.sins a8ain.



c i . !Md iegorupanddanced to rh im. tw i i t ing , .dsway insondbowingandbopp in8 .

shedonced even rvhen hc was sitem..,l couldn.r sing lny mor€. she dsnced even $hen

shc knew she should nop and chect on hin.

Ilur sone pan ofher knew shc didnl ned rochcck on hih so she danced. Joshua pitc

{as trcc no$. t{. wrs forcler free or rhat d,rt pt{e Cina Marie ond the Breal sun rree

which rowcrcd over h.r as shc swayed ro $e bc.r which she could onty hsr in hereut.

Yean lrter. ancr de auneotand rhe sadnc$. od longaner Cina Marie had noved i. and

tek ovtr runnin8 rhe farm,,nd ancr her mo$er had p,srd away in her bed aard a tons

and temblc sickness. and aftercina Marie had rc-haried and had her own chitdren, rhe

srcrt gum trcc srillstood btl !nd jrong. Nor asinste $orm coutd btow ir ovcr. nor a

lighIning nrike orbtrshfire coutd rouch ir

rusr as hcr rrrher had done Cina Made rsk herchitden ro rhe gun

and rold lhen soiesoaheryoulh.

shelaughllhcm ihe sons hcr ftlher hrd enkusrcd herwith and bughr rhcm to {iance ro

rhe beat olrhe music in rh€n sut.

she rool $eD 10 $e rhei! srandparenc and fien!,ear gmndparenrs and rhetr much otder

lnccsroA thar we.e buricd i. the cefrelery,t the bact ofrhc piopeny uhder lhe bushctor

rvallle o.d peppercom rrees.

Cenerarions lalcr,lone aliei cina Marie\ Br.ndchitdren weEdead.nd buricd, rhc gum

rRf ina l l y fc l l .  l t c rash€d lo$cgoundandrorcagrearhote In .heeanhLkeasound.

1hc Pike\ who nillowned lhe land repta.rd thc Scat gum rree trom a s.edting in irs

leavcs rnd conrinued to ddce and sing rhc war eng Joshua pike had llu8hr Cina Maie



No one could r€member whsc it came fBn or who had nade it !p bur n *as huch a

pan ofthen as lhe gred eun re which grew on $e bp ofMotrnt pride and suBeyed ns

sumundinss likc a wary otd man who had seen $is sishr a hunded rimes bur nd.r 8ol


