Growing up in a small rural community called Curlwaa in New South Wales;
Rani Attwood spent a large amount of her youth travelling interstate with her
three sisters to attend schooling in Mildura Victoria.

When not a lot happens out there, Rani would escape the school bus and
tell her journey like a movie, packed with her fathers’ fine detailed
observations and her mothers’ dry and wickedly honest humour. In her early
years she professed that she wanted to be an author.

These days Rani is based in Adelaide studying her postgraduate year in
Archaeology and fulfils her creative writing needs as an avid singer
songwriter in her spare time.

She plans to move to Melbourne in early 2010 to record original songs and
pursue a musical career.



Janet has lived in central Victoria for around 16 years. She grew up in the
suburbs of Melbourne and trained as an agricultural scientist.

After initial employment in that field, Janet moved on to work in landcare
and rural community development, created and operated a small business,
worked as an organic inspector and most recently, a freelance writer.

‘I've pretty much avoided the City ever since leaving Uni, some twenty years
ago! | enjoy nature, bush and beach walking, organic gardening and
growing, and all that living in a small rural community has to offer.

My first intro into the world of short story writing was through the Newstead
Short Story Tattoo earlier this year, alongside the likes of Cate Kennedy,
Carmel Bird and Josephine Rowe’



My name is Lisa Down; | live on a sheep farm just outside the small town of Katandra
West with my younger twin brothers, Rhys and Chris, and my mum and dad. Here’'s a
little about myself.

| am 16 years old and | am in year 10 at Shepparton High School. My favourite animals
are cats, especially my own cat Gemima (Mima) who is a tabby cat that sleeps on my
bed some nights when it’s cold.

I’'m a bit of a book worm so | love reading, any kind of book really, and writing my own
stories of various topics.

In 2007 | entered our school writing competition with my first real piece of writing;
Shiloh: The Dragon Child. | came in first for my year level. Since then | have entered
the same competition every year with both my own story and pieces of poetry. Last
year | entered the short story, A Cat Called Moose and | was the runner-up in the
writing category. | also entered several pieces of poetry and won the year 7-9 division
with my poem Bright Red Dress. | entered again this year but unfortunately | wasn't
mentioned in the writing division, however | was runner-up for my poem Cry Angel in
the 10-12 division.

| am happy to be short listed for Elyne Mitchell Rural Women’s Writing Award again
this year. Last year was a wonderful occasion and | look forward to this years even
more as both of my parents will be there.



| was born on the"5of May 1991 and attend Beechworth Secondary Celleg
completing VCE this year.

| can actually remember the first time | really ¥eg@omething. It was in the
backseat of our family’s car on the way back frome@nsland in the summer of
2004. It was hot and cramped and I'd read all ihekb I'd brought so | decided to
write my own. From the one idea, | mapped the atat had written the first four
chapters by the time we got home. Since then I'vdem as much as | can.

Sometimes I'll have four or five stories jostlingmy head at once, these usually
depend on what'’s influencing me at the time. | aspired by poetry, music, books,
films and the interesting events of everyday IMg. favourite poet is Tennyson but
| have too many favourite authors to name, Melirrdetta, Enid Blyton, Elyne
Mitchell, Agatha Christie and Juliet Marillier ajest a few.

| like that through writing | can explore issuesladeas as they come and that
you're never restricted in writing in one partiawaay but can experiment with lots
of different styles and stories.

To me writing is about freedom of expression apthh to keep doing it.



| was born February 14™ 1960 at Perth, Western Australia, the fourth child of a family
of five. | escaped from an unhappy childhood into books and stories — learning to read
before | started school by reading my older brothers’ war comics;

At age 21 | married a policeman and went to Kellerberrin, a small town in the middle of
the West Australian wheatbelt. The 1980’'s were for me, all about creating a family for
myself. | was very happy during those years in which | raised 4 children.

| went to the University of Western Australia in 1995 and completed an Arts degree in
English and History and became divorced. It was during this time in my life however
that | was most happy! | was encouraged by academic staff to “keep writing”. Instead
of this however, | remarried and had another baby.

My lovely youngest daughter is now 7 years old and | have now begun a novel. | am
about 5 chapters in. The novel is about growing up in Australia during the 1960’s.

| now live in the Swan Valley helping my husband run a small organic vineyard and
winery. | am very interested in social history and the education of children — especially
their literacy - and | volunteer as much as | can with reading programmes at the local
school.

| consider myself very fortunate to have a happy family around me, and to have
survived life in order to write about it!



Hayley wrote and taught law until she discovered acting and writing fiction
were much more fun. She now lives on a cattle farm in Northern NSW.

Her play Pressure Point was performed in Byron Bay in 2005. Her short
stories have won competitions including ABC Radio Short Story Project,
2007; EJ Brady Very Short Story Competition 2008 and the Hadow Stuart
Short Story Competition, 2008.

Hayley’s stories have been published in Award Winning Australian Writing
2009; Award Winning Australian Writing 2008 and FourW Nineteen and her
poetry in All the Way Home, Poetry from Byron Bay and Beyond.

In 2008, she was selected for a Macquarie Group Foundation Longlines
Residency at Varuna for her short fiction.



Catriona was born in Yorkshire in 1965 and was educated in schools in
Leeds, Glasgow and Edinburgh. She read History at Cambridge University
before beginning a career in banking and management consultancy.

Marriage and a love of travel led to a move to Sydney, initially for two years,
but eighteen years later married life has encompassed, Sydney, Hong
Kong, London and New York. Catriona, her husband and three daughters
are now all happily settled in Sydney where she now works as a primary
school teacher.

Catriona writes articles based on family life in Sydney and has been
published in the Sydney Morning Herald and The Telegraph in the UK. Her
blog Http://catrionaling.blogspot.com charts the dramas of life in the Ling
household.







Jane grew up on the north coast of New South Wales in a small country town that
straddles the Richmond River.

Jane attended Sydney University, majoring in English then began teaching at Lismore
High, Tamworth High and Manilla Central School before relocating to Macau when her
husband received his first overseas posting. During this period Jane lived in a
Portuguese villa on the island of Coloane. This villa became the inspiration for her first
published short story. After that followed expatriate postings to Hong Kong , Malaysia
and the Philippines. Consequently Jane has travelled extensively throughout Asia and
hopes to draw more heavily on these experiences in future writing projects.

Her interests are writing, reading, attending film festivals and travelling. For the last
fifteen years she has also been immersed in Japanese culture learning the art of
Ikebana or Japanese flower arranging. Her greatest joy though is her three children, all
of whom are blessed (or burdened) with a wicked (inherited) sense of humour that
often ignites the spark for one of their mother’s stories.

She has been shortlisted and placed in a number of competitions over the last few
years and in June this year came Second in the Henry Lawson Grenfell short story
competition with a story based on a seventy-six year old cockatoo that terrorised five
generations of her family.

She currently resides in Sydney with her husband and family...and a seriously
overweight cat that refuses to believe that three meals a day is more than generous.

Jane enjoys the process of writing and finds each story a journey, its destination
unknown until the final sentence.
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Jessica Pilgrim

Born in 1993, Jess was brought up on a dairy farm in East Gippsland with
her younger brother Jake.

Having always been encouraged to read, she soon picked up a passion for
both writing and reading.

Now in year 10 at Bairnsdale Secondary College, Jess also enjoys horse
riding and playing French Horn.



Kate Rotherham

Kate grew up in Sydney hearing the call of country life and still can’t believe
her luck that she now calls Allans Flat, near Yackandandah, home. She has
been an Outward Bound instructor, a social worker, an English teacher in
Thailand and once upon a time walked across the high country from
Canberra to Melbourne. Kate is married to Roo and with 3.9 spirited
children under six years (Lochie, Henry, Annie and ‘Nearly Here’) her writing

time is limited to after ‘lights out’ and during Playschool!

Kate won the Albury City Short Story Award in 2008 and was Highly
Commended in 2009. Her short stories have found homes in anthologies
and magazines and her first play, ‘She Seems Fine’ will be performed by

Yackandandah Theatre Group this weekend.

Kate was shortlisted for the Elyne Mitchell Rural Women’s Writing Awards in

2008 and is thrilled to be back in Corryong for tonight’s awards in 2009.



Elva Rush

Writing has always been my passion. Starting with school magazines, then
Women'’s Magazines followed in later years. After losing a son in 1987 |
embarked on a series of correspondence courses with Stott’s
Correspondence College in Melbourne — Short Story Writing, Journalism,
and Biographical Studies the last course becoming my true comfort zone,
and my studies my therapy.

| have always enjoyed a rural life, owning a dog and cat boarding kennels
and animal hospital in Melbourne for 23 years, before moving to Deniliquin
to run Murray Grey Cattle and sheep on 3000 acres on the Yallakook Creek.

| have had 4 children, and have 7 grandchildren, and recently a great
grandson. For true relaxation, | took up flying light aeroplanes, touring
outback Australia many times, meeting wonderful people on remote
stations, and forever marvelling at the beauty of our country from the air. |
flew consistently at least once every week, competing in many air races,
flying in the only ever women’s formation flying team, and generally enjoying
flying from 1965 to 2005 — forty wonderful years in all.

| am now retired, and living on the outskirts of Benalla Victoria.



Naomi Turner

Naomi was born in Ballarat and was first published at age seven with a
single edition of The Giant Vacuum Cleaner.

Having tired of the wild improbabilities of household appliances, she began
a career as a corporate writer in Melbourne and Sydney before making her
treechange four years ago.

She now lives near Hamilton in western Victoria with her husband, two small
sons, two lazy cats, three speedy Indian Runner ducks, five semi-retired
chooks, and one very cheeky sheep.

Current projects include tending to the radishes, convincing the baby to
sleep during the night, and making a little more time to write fiction.



